In our publication, [Weiss et al., Neuron, 69: 258-272 (2011)], after careful consideration of both the literature and our own data, we presented a slightly altered nomenclature for the taste sensilla on the Drosophila labellum. We would like to provide some clarifications for the changes we made and to help facilitate the naming and identification of sensilla when compared to a previous publication [Hiroi et al., Zoological Science, 119: 1009-1018 (2002)].

L (long) sensilla: We changed the order of the L sensilla in order to reflect that they occupy two separate rows on the labellum. Thus, L1-L6 now comprise the medial row of L sensilla while L7-L9 are located more laterally. In an earlier publication [Ray et al., Developmental Biology, 155: 26-37 (1993)] these two groups of sensilla were in fact assigned to separate classes (M and L, respectively), and in another publication, [Dahanukar et al., 56: 503-516 (2007)], most electrophysiological recordings were performed on L7-L9.

I (intermediate sensilla): We include 11 I-type sensilla and started numbering them from 0; Hiroi et al., 2004, [as well as Shanbhag et al, Cell Tissue Research, 304: 423-437 (2001)], include 10 I-type sensilla in their map.  There are two potential reasons for this discrepancy.  First, we indicate in Weiss et al., 2011, (Fig.1 legend) that the number of I sensilla is variable: the number of anterolateral I sensilla (I0 - I5) ranges from 5-8.  (I6 - I10, on the other hand, were consistent in their number and position.)  Second, there are two examples of sensilla classified as I-type in Weiss et al., 2011, but as S-type in Hiroi et al., 2002: I6 is designated as S2 in Hiroi et al., 2002, and I10 is designated S12. We identified these sensilla as I-type based on both physiological responses and Gr gene expression profiles.  (Incidentally, these sensilla were also identified as being members of classes of sensilla of intermediate length in Ray et al., 1993-- "I-type" and "P-type", respectively.)  These discrepancies are most likely the result of strain differences and minor variability within strains.

S (short sensilla): We started numbering S sensilla from 0 for two reasons: 1) we wanted the S6 sensillum to have the same designation as described in other papers since it is the best characterized S-type sensillum, and 2) the number of S sensilla varies, particularly in the anterior region. We note in Weiss et al., 2011, (Fig.1 legend) that S0 or S1 (identified by position relative to the neighboring L sensilla) is absent in 54% of labella. The 0 also implies variability. Like the I sensilla, discrepancies in the number of S sensilla are most likely due to strain differences: 1) we identified two S-type sensilla in Hiroi et al., 2002, as I-type sensilla as described above, and 2) we observed S9 (as identified in Hiroi et al., 2002) extremely rarely.

As a final note, we used capital letters for identifying sensillar classes with subscripts for the numerical identifiers in order to distinguish between sensilla and gustatory cell types (eg, S, L1 and L2 cells). Below is a key for translating between the two nomenclatures. The grey boxes indicate the columns that are in numerical order.
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